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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Hygromiidae

Taxon Name:  Caseolus abjectus (Lowe, 1831)

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2013

Date Assessed: September 20, 2010

Justification:

This species is considered as Least Concern (LC), as it is widespread and common where it occurs.

Seddon (2008) suggests the subspecies C. abjectus abjectus is Least Concern (LC), as although the

species meets the range restriction criteria for Vulnerable B, the widely scattered sites (23) and

availability of habitat suggests this species is not at present at risk. Nevertheless, land management is

required to ensure the species continues to prosper. 

The subspecies on the Desertas, C. abjectus nesiotes is suggested as Endangered (EN) B1ab(iii), as it is

restricted to Bugio and one site on Deserta Grande where the habitats have been much impacted by the

goats. However the pest species has been actively reduced as part of conservation management plans

reduced the degree of habitat change and soil erosion which should benefit C. abjectus nesiotes in the

longer term (Seddon 2008). Recommended conservation actions include management of the protected

areas for maintenance of this species and monitoring of the protected areas to ensure no loss of further

habitat and subpopulations.

The species assessment has changed from Near Threatened to Least Concern, as there is new

information on the extent of the range and the relative abundance of the species with detailed

quantitative surveys reported in 1999.

Previously Published Red List Assessments

2000 – Lower Risk/near threatened (LR/nt)

1996 – Not Evaluated (NE)

1994 – Rare (R)

Geographic Range
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Range Description:

This species is endemic to Madeiran Islands, where there are two subspecies, one from Porto Santo and

the other from Bugio (Desertas) (Cameron and Cook 1999, Seddon 2008). On Porto Santo this species

has a restricted distribution and it is present in  four areas, mainly at the western end of Porto Santo,

but extending to  two hills of eastern Porto Santo (Seddon 2008). On Porto Santo, these sites are widely

scattered sites and the species is abundant where found. C. abjectus nesiotes is restricted to Bugio and

one site on Deserta Grande (Cameron and Cook 1999)

Country Occurrence:

Native: Portugal (Madeira)
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Distribution Map
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Population
There are no data on the population trends from the Desertas subspecies, but the Porto Santo

subspecies was once very abundant (Seddon 2008).

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is found on the underside of stones on scree slopes and at the base of crags.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade
The species is not known to be utilised, although occasionally sold by shell collectors.

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

Disturbance of the habitat and changes in land-use management, for example, over-grazing by livestock,

trampling, and loss of land through touristic and urban developments are threatening this species. The

spread of Theba pisana and rodents is also a problem.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

Recommended conservation actions include management  of the protected areas for maintenance of

this species and monitoring  of the protected areas to ensure no loss of further habitat and

subpopulations.

Credits

Assessor(s): Seddon, M.B.

Reviewer(s): Cameron, R., Groh, K., Cuttelod, A. & Neubert, E.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) - Suitable Yes

Threats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Threat Timing Scope Severity Impact Score

1. Residential & commercial development -> 1.3.
Tourism & recreation areas

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.1. Ecosystem conversion

1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.2. Wood & pulp
plantations -> 2.2.3. Scale Unknown/Unrecorded

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.1. Ecosystem conversion

1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.3. Livestock farming
& ranching -> 2.3.4. Scale Unknown/Unrecorded

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.2.
Named species (Theba pisana)

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.3. Indirect species effects ->
2.3.2. Competition

8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.2.
Named species

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)
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Research Needed

3. Monitoring -> 3.1. Population trends

3. Monitoring -> 3.4. Habitat trends

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 880

Number of Locations: 25
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