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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Hygromiidae

Taxon Name:  Caseolus innominatus (J.E. Gray, 1825)

Taxonomic Notes:

Bank et al. (2002) list the species as Helix innominata Gray, 1825, Ann. Phil., 15 [= NS., 9] (6): 412, on the

basis that this name has priority over Caseolus compactus (Lowe, 1831). Gray refers to G. B. Sowerby I,

1824, Zool. J., 1 (1): 58, pl. 3 fig. 8 "Another minute species which we have represented at f. 8 is

common at Porto Santo". Seddon (2008) invoked articles 23.9.1.1 and 23.1.9.2 of ICZN to preserve the

established usage of Caseolus compactus (Lowe, 1831) since 1848, suggesting that all papers citing

Caselous compactus and its subspecies use this name, and none have used Helix innominata.

Mandahl-Barth (1943) listed three subspecies whereas Walden (1983) list five, with additional taxa from

Porto Santo. Cameron et al. (2006) showed some are conspecific within the subfossil deposits on Porto

Santo. Further research may show that the geographically separate subspecies should be treated as a

separate species.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2013

Date Assessed: September 21, 2010

Justification:

This species is restricted to Madeiran islands where different subspecies are found on Madeira and

Porto Santo. The range data combined are under 100km2, however the fairly widespread distribution,

the number of locations, the presence in degraded habitat and the population abundance, suggest that

the species is not highly threatened, and as such it is assessed as Least Concern (LC). There are two

Quaternary fossil  taxa, but data from Cameron et al. (2006) suggests that these were not  extant within

historical times, and hence these subspecies do not meet the criteria for  IUCN Extinct (version 3.1)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

Caseolus innominatus compactus (= C. compactus compactus) (Seddon 2008, Plate 25F Map 91) 

This subspecies is endemic to Madeira on the Pta da Sao Lourenco so it has an area of occupancy of 36

km2, but with more than 10 localities.

Caseolus innominatus portosanctanus (= C. compactus portosanctanus) (Seddon 2008, Plate 23F Map

159) 

This subspecies is endemic to Porto Santo where it is widespread at both ends of the island so it has an

area of occupancy of 28 km2, but with more than 10 localities.
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There are quaternary subspecies on both Madeira and Porto Santo, that are also listed as parts of the

species however, the data from Cameron et al.  (2006) suggests that these were not extant within

historical times, and  hence do not meet the criteria for IUCN Extinct (verson 3.1).

Country Occurrence:

Native: Portugal (Madeira)
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Distribution Map
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Population
This species is thought to be stable.

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

Caseolus innominatus compactus is found on the underside of stones on rocky and grassy slopes.

Caseolus innominatus portosanctanus  is found on the underside of stones on slopes  and at base of

crags.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade
The species is not known to be utilised, although occasionally sold by shell collectors.

Threats
The species is locally abundant, and although there are declining quality of habitats in some parts of the

range, the species seems able to tolerate some disturbance, and hence at present these declines are not

impacting the species.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is widely distributed on the eastern peninsula of Madeira and Porto Santo, so

recommended conservation actions include management of the protected areas for maintenance of this

species and monitoring of the protected areas to ensure no loss of further habitat and subpopulations.

Taxonomic actions include the examination of the two different subspecies to determine that the

species limits are correctly identified.

Credits

Assessor(s): Seddon, M.B.

Reviewer(s): Cameron, R., Groh, K., Cuttelod, A. & Neubert, E.

Contributor(s): Abreu, C. & Teixeira, D.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

4. Grassland -> 4.4. Grassland - Temperate - Suitable Yes

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) - Suitable Yes

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Occur in at least one PA: Yes

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.1. Taxonomy

3. Monitoring -> 3.4. Habitat trends

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Number of Locations: 11
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