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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Ferussaciidae

Taxon Name:  Cylichnidia ovuliformis (R.T. Lowe, 1831)

Synonym(s):

• Helix ovuliformis R.T. Lowe, 1831

Taxonomic Source(s):

Bank, R.A. 2013. Fauna Europaea: Mollusca: Gastropoda. Available at: http://www.faunaeur.org.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Vulnerable D2 ver 3.1

Year Published: 2014

Date Assessed: July 25, 2013

Justification:

This species is endemic to the Madeiran islands, where it is restricted to Porto Santo, around Pico do

Facho. These habitats are potentially threatened by disturbance in habitats, as  two of the five sites have

some conifer plantation and changes in management  practice (such as clear felling) and increase in

recreational use could  impact the species; hence it has been listed using Vulnerable D2. The other three

sites could be vulnerable to over grazing or fires, with subsequent increase in slope erosion. This is the

only living taxa in this genus, and hence requires conservation efforts to preserve phyletic diversity. If

the current threats accelerate, the species would qualify as Endangered (B2ab(iii)).

Previously Published Red List Assessments

1996 – Vulnerable (VU)

1994 – Vulnerable (V)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is endemic to the Madeiran islands, where it is restricted to Porto Santo where it is found

towards the summits of Pico do Facho, Pico Brancho, Pico do Concelho and Pico da Ana Ferreira (Seddon

2008).

Country Occurrence:

Native: Portugal (Madeira)
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Population
There is no information on population trends, however it has been located in each of the surveys by H.

Waldén (1970s-1980s), Seddon (1980s-1990s) and Cameron (1990s-2000s) and so is consistently

present (Seddon, 2008).

Current Population Trend:  Unknown

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

The species is ground dwelling, usually found under stones and logs, between the ground and the stone.

It may also live in crevices within the soil and leaf-litter at base of trees and rock crags (Seddon 2008,

Seddon pers. comm)

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade
There is no known trade in this species.

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

These habitats are potentially threatened by habitat disturbance, as the Pico do Facho and Pico de

Brancho have some conifer plantation and changes in management practice, such as clear felling, and

increase in recreational use could impact the species. Other sites have open grassland and over-grazing

and erosion could impact the species there.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

The island and its land snail fauna are recognized by the regional  government as requiring conservation

actions and currently work is  ongoing to produce management plans.

Credits
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

3. Shrubland -> 3.4. Shrubland - Temperate - Suitable -

Threats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Threat Timing Scope Severity Impact Score

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.2. Wood & pulp
plantations -> 2.2.3. Scale Unknown/Unrecorded

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.3. Livestock farming
& ranching -> 2.3.4. Scale Unknown/Unrecorded

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

6. Human intrusions & disturbance -> 6.1.
Recreational activities

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

1. Land/water protection -> 1.2. Resource & habitat protection

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.1. Taxonomy

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Estimated area of occupancy (AOO) (km²): 20

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 48
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Distribution

Number of Locations: 5
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