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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Hygromiidae

Taxon Name:  Leptaxis groviana (A. Férussac, 1832)

Taxonomic Notes:

Bank et al. (2002) list the species as Helix (Helicogena) groviana A. Férussac, 1832, on the basis that the

name L.  undata (Lowe) is preoccupied by Helix undata (Gmelin, 1791). However, Waldén (1983) noted

the assertion by Cockerell (1922) that “Helix groviana Férussac” as a senior synonym of undata is

unfounded; in his view the name is a misspelling of H. groyana Férussac 1821 which is a nomen nudum.

Given the large number of papers that had used L. undata as the valid name since Cockerell (1922),

Seddon (2008) continued to use Leptaxis undata (Lowe).

There are two island subspecies recognised, which Cameron and Cook (1999) treated as full species:

Leptaxis groviana leonina Lowe, 1852 Bugio 

Leptaxis groviana vulcania Lowe, 1852 Deserta Grande and Chão

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2013

Date Assessed: September 30, 2010

Justification:

The species is widely distributed and hence is not viewed as threatened, so it has been assessed as Least

Concern (LC). Research to establish the status of the population on the Desertas would be useful to

determine whether these subspecies merit full standing as distinct species.

Leptaxis groviana leonina Lowe, 1852 Cameron and Cook (1999) confirm that this taxon is still

widespread on Bugio and treated it as a separate taxon. The populations on Bugio are range restricted

and merit Vulnerable D2 (version 3.1), given changing habitats. 

Leptaxis groviana vulcania Lowe, 1852 Cameron and Cook (1999) confirm that this taxon is still

widespread on Deserta Grande and Chão and treated it as a separate taxon. The populations from

Deserta Grande are also range restricted and in an area of habitat decline after grazing (Cameron and

Cook 1999) and as such merit Vulnerable D2 (version 3.1).

Geographic Range

Range Description:

The species is found on Madeira and the Desertas (Seddon 2008). On Madeira, it is mainly found on the

south and south-east coastal habitats and occasionally inland in valleys, and isolated locations on the

north and western coasts, where it is often found in disturbed habitats (Seddon 2008, map 115, p.175).
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There are two subspecies recognised from the Desertas, that merit further investigation:

Leptaxis groviana leonina Lowe, 1852 Cameron and Cook (1999) confirm that this taxon is still

widespread on Bugio.

Leptaxis groviana vulcania Lowe, 185 Cameron and Cook (1999) confirm that this taxon is still

widespread on Deserta Grande and Chão.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Portugal (Madeira)
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Distribution Map
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Population
The species can be common where there are suitable habitats, and appears to be stable.

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is widespread; it is found on the underside of stones and amongst grasses in shaded and

unshaded areas (Seddon 2008) and is tolerant of disturbance, as it is found in gardens and arable land.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade
The species is not known to be traded, although it is occasionally offered for sale by shell dealers.

Threats
There are localised threats to the species, from habitat loss related to increased tourism development

and road construction it is not believed to be threatened over the range.

Conservation Actions
The species is widely distributed and hence general conservation actions to maintain habitat will be

beneficial to this species. Research to establish the status of the population on the Desertas would be

useful to determine whether these merit full standing as distinct species.

Credits
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

4. Grassland -> 4.4. Grassland - Temperate - Suitable Yes

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.1. Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land - Suitable Yes

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.4. Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens - Suitable Yes

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.1. Taxonomy

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 900

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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