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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Clausiliidae

Taxon Name:  Balea nitida Mousson, 1858

Taxonomic Source(s):

Bank, R.A. 2017. Fauna Europeae Project: Checklist of the land and freshwater Gastropoda of Europe.

Last update: February 18th, 2017.  Fauna Europea Project:

http://www.nmbe.ch/sites/default/files/uploads/PDF_Upload/fauna_europaea_2017_03_16.pdf.

Hoogezand.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Near Threatened ver 3.1

Year Published: 2017

Date Assessed: November 21, 2016

Justification:

This species is endemic to the Azores Islands, where it is found on Ilha das Flores and Corvo Islet. This

species is found on rocks in Laurisilva and Pittosporum woodland, on walls and alongside roads  in

Hydangea bushes. The species may be under-recorded in Flores, and hence it is estimated to occur at

nine to 20 locations. There is a possibility that there is competitive interaction with Balea sarsii based on

the balance of frequencies between both species in a survey (Cameron pers. comm. 2016). As a

consequence, the species is assessed as Near Threatened (NT). Further research is recommended to

look for further locations of the species in Flores Island, as well as population monitoring on both

islands.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is endemic to the Azores Islands (Portugal), in the eastern Atlantic Ocean. On Ilha das Flores

it is found on the lower altitudes on the western, northern and eastern coasts (Frias Martin 2008, Atlas

data). It is also known from Corvo Islet, from one site (Frias Martin, pers. comm. 2016). It was present at

seven out of 18 sampling sites on Flores (Cameron pers. comm. 2016).

It is possible that there are other locations on Flores, and as such it is estimated as nine to 20 locations.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Portugal (Azores)
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Distribution Map
Balea nitida
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Population
There are little data on the population status on the Azores Island. Cameron (pers. comm. 2016) noted

that the species was found at seven out of 18 sampling sites. The population trend is unknown, but

possibly declining (Cameron pers. comm. 2016). The population density was not high at sampled sites.

Current Population Trend:  Decreasing

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is found on rocks in woodland, on walls and alongside roads in Hydangea bushes. Also

found in Laurisilva and Pittosporum forests.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade
There is no known trade for this species.

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

There is a possibility that there is competitive interaction with Balea sarsii based on the balance of

frequencies between both species in a survey (Cameron pers. comm. 2016).

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

Specimen collection is regulated on Ilha das Flores. It is found partly within a protected area, but there

are no known conservation actions in place for the species. Monitoring of known populations on Flores

and Corvo to establish whether the species is still present is recommended.

Credits

Assessor(s): Cameron, R., de Frias Martins, A.M. & Teixeira, D.

Reviewer(s): Groh, K., Seddon, M.B. & Badia Boher, J.A.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate Resident Suitable Yes

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) Resident Suitable Yes

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.2. Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland Resident Suitable Yes

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.3. Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations Resident Suitable No

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Occur in at least one PA: Yes

Percentage of population protected by PAs (0-100): 51-60

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

3. Monitoring -> 3.1. Population trends

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Estimated area of occupancy (AOO) (km²): 36

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 36

Number of Locations: 9-20

Continuing decline in number of locations: No

Extreme fluctuations in the number of locations: No

Lower elevation limit (m): 0

Upper elevation limit (m): 900
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Population

Population severely fragmented: No

Habitats and Ecology

Generation Length (years): 1-5
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